
General Staff Meeting
SEPTEMBER 17, 2024

SIMON FISHER



Agenda Staff Meeting September 17, 2024

MPI GENERAL STAFF MEETING SEPTEMBER 17, 2024MPI GENERAL STAFF MEETING SEPTEMBER 17, 2024

1. News from the MD
a. Departures and Arrivals
b. PhD defences
c. Upcoming events 
d. Honours and awards 

2. News from Data Protection Committee
3. News from TG
4. News from Communications
5. News from Colloquium Committee
6. News from Library Committee
7. News from Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Committee
8. News from Research Staff Committee
9. News from PhD reps
10. News from Equal Opportunities

***

Stan van der Burght and Antje Meyer
"Syntactic traffic control in English and Dutch”



Departures and arrivals
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Research Staff (RS), PhD students, other staff and long-term guests leaving

Mubeen Khan 14.08.2024
Laura Manko 31.08.2024
Veerle Wilms 31.08.2024
Lukas Galke 14.09.2024
Gabriela Garrido Rodriguez 30.09.2024
Hanne van Uden 30.09.2024
Ronny Bujok 30.11.2024
Filiz Tezcan Semerci 30.11.2024
Yevheniy Skyra 14.12.2024

New Research Staff (RS), PhD students and other staff (present) Department/Group

Esther Holl 15.07.24 Operations
Johan Ros RA 01.08.24 Language Development
Anniek Corporaal 01.09.24 Communications
Hatice Zora RS 01.09.24 Multimodal Language
Ercenur Unal RS 01.09.24 Multimodal Language
Jonas Noelle RS 01.09.24 Multimodal Language
Esam Ghaleb RS 01.09.24 Multimodal Language
Angel Dyke Polivka PhD 01.09.24 Language Development



Departures and arrivals
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New Research Staff (RS), PhD students and other staff (present) Department/Group
Oxana Grosseck 01.09.2024 Operations
Magda Matetovici PhD 15.09.2024 Language Development
Kate Groves RA 15.09.2024 Multimodal Language
Martina Mellana RA 15.09.2024 Multimodal Language

New Research Staff (RS) and PhD students (expected) Department/Group
Selim Sametoglu RS 01.10.2024 Language Development
Helin Erden RA 01.10.2024 Psychology of Language
Jule Hafermann PhD 15.10.2024 Language Development
Nicole Ng PhD 01.11.2024 Language and Genetics

New Guests (present) Host

Emma Löfgren 04.07.2024 Multimodal Language
Anjoom Tahir Alikkam Veetil 01.09.2024 Talent+
Deema Takaleh 01.09.2024 Talent+
Kaan Bayar 01.09.2024 Talent+
Carolina Rodriguez Chavarria 01.09.2024 Talent+
Anna Palmann 01.09.2024 Multimodal Language
Amber Wang 15.09.2024 Multimodal Language



Departures and arrivals
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New Guests (expected) Host

Tanja Diederich 07.10.2024 Language Development
Divyanshu Pathak 01.10.2024* Talent+
Montserrat Soberanes Morales 01.10.2024* Talent+
Diane Gusmao da Silva 07.10.2024 Language and Computation in Neural Systems
Aylin Küntay 12.10.2024 Multimodal Language

* depends on issue of visa



New COO Cedric Gertzen
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PhD defences since last Staff Meeting

MPI GENERAL STAFF MEETING SEPTEMBER 17, 2024MPI GENERAL STAFF MEETING SEPTEMBER 17, 2024

Rowan Sommers on June 17
Neurobiology of reference

Saskia Mooijman on July 1
Control of language in bilingual speakers with and without aphasia

Alessio Quaresima on July 12
Bridge Not Too Far: Neurobiological causal models of word recognition



PhD defences since last Staff Meeting
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Melis Çetinçelik on September 12
A Look into Language: The Role of Visual Cues in Early Language 
Acquisition in the Infant Brain

Sophie Slaats on September 16
On the interplay between lexical probability and syntactic structure in 
language comprehension



Friday September 27

Location: St. Stevenskerk
Time: 15.45 hrs

Messages from the upper room

English text available

BERICHTEN UIT DE BOVENKAMERBERICHTEN UIT DE BOVENKAMER

Upcoming Event



Upcoming Events 2024/2025/2026– Save the dates 
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MPI General Staff Meeting
December 17, including End of Year party (volunteers?)

Nijmegen Lectures by Fernanda and Vic Ferreira
January 07-09, 2025

10th Conference of the International Society for Gesture Studies (ISGS)
July 9-11, 2025

Fachbeirat
January 26-30, 2026!



Honours and awards - Congratulations 
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Cecília Hustá wins Donders Poster Prize

Otto Hahn Medals for Joery den Hoed and Laura Giglio

Behaviour Genetics Association award for 
Lucía de Hoyos



Honours and awards - Congratulations 
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Rubicon grant for Cas Coopmans

Giacomo Bignardi wins Robert Frances award
of the International Association of Empirical Aesthetics



Data Protection

Updates Staff meeting September 17, 2024

Oxana Grosseck



Team behind privacy@mpi.nl

DATA PROTECTIONDATA PROTECTION

Patricia Manko 
Consultant

Annelies van Wijngaarden 
DPCo Deputy

Reiner Dirksmeyer
Head of TG

Tobias van Valkenhoef
IT Security Officer

Oxana Grosseck
New DPCo

Heidi Schuster
Central Data Protection Officer
(Munich Headquarters)

datenschutz@mpg.de



Updates

DATA PROTECTIONDATA PROTECTION

• Oxana just joined as DPCo
• 16h/week: Mon, Tues, Thurs

• Data protection workshops from MPG (end October)

• Experimental key file management
• Lab Managers and Research Coordinators should have received 

information on the new keyfile protocol in July – let us know if not!



Updates

DATA PROTECTIONDATA PROTECTION

Data Protection workshops MPG

• Mandatory for everyone
• Register through LMS (see newsletter for more info)

Tuesday October 29
09:00 - 12:00: Administrative staff
13:00 - 17:00: IT staff

Wednesday October 30
09:00 - 12:00: Research coordination
13:00 - 17:00: Scientists

Thursday October 31
09:00 - 11:30: Public relations staff



Updates

DATA PROTECTIONDATA PROTECTION

Experimental key file management

• Central, separate storage for participant key files 

• Identify individuals if they want to revoke consent

 One dump folder per research group / department

 Protocol (how to store, when, what)

Lab Managers and Research Coordinators should have received 
information in July – let us know if not!



Reminder: Software 

DATA PROTECTIONDATA PROTECTION

Overview
https://maxintra.mpi.nl/TG/software

New Software?
http://lux102.mpi.nl/forms/software-request-form

We need agreements with software providers, whenever they process 
personal or sensitive data on our behalf

Companies / software providers located outside the EU: NEVER input 
personal or sensitive data  data breach!



DATA PROTECTIONDATA PROTECTION

Data breach? 
Contact: data-breach@mpg.de & privacy@mpi.nl

Mandatory for all employees, also for interns, lab rotation students, guests 
Haven’t received training yet? Contact us!

Reminders

Data Protection training



TG

STAFF MEETING SEPTEMBER 17, 2024



Short report:

TGTG

• New general Storage: 
- Migration of last storage part (workspaces, archive): Friday, 11-Oct-2024, 16:00. 
- Downtime necessary for workspaces and archive but user homes (K: U: drive) are NOT affected!
- Duration: ~2 days, functionally no later than the following Monday at 8 a.m.
- Access to data may be slowed down in the first few days.
- This requires a real logoff (not lock workstation, not a disconnect of a remote session). 

• New HPC-cluster Storage (clusterfs): 
- Two old metadata servers replaced with newer ones containing fast NVMe disks. 
- Busy replacing six old storage servers (11 TB each) with one new one (132 TB). 
- Net increase of 66 TB (total now: ~500 TB).
- To-Do: Upgrade BeeGFS version (from 7.2.4 to 7.4.4): advantage: new features as BeeHive indexed search 
and better stability (hopefully...)



Short report:

TGTG

• Others: 
- 80 new PC ordered for Windows 10 to Windows 11 migration (70 already installed, 45 are distributed)

- DeepL: new license model: per user license! Write an email to support@mpi.nl if you need to use DeepL

- Gesture-Lab: ready for use for first experiments

- Presentation workshop: 24. – 26. Sep 2024 at DCCN, Trigon building, Kapittelweg 29, room 01.160



Communications

STAFF MEETING SEPTEMBER 17, 2024

ANNIEK CORPORAAL



Communications Team
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Communications@mpi.nl
Anniek Corporaal
Julia von der Fuhr 

Ludy Cilissen
Yne Persyn



What we do

Team Communications is here to establish and secure the 
authority of Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics in the 
scientific world, and aims at increasing our visibility and 
findability as research partner and employer on a global scale. 

To achieve this, we share publications and stories through 
internal and external media, utilising channels that reach our 
target audiences.

We have the ambition to work more data driven.
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Building a strong brand: 
Corporate Identity is fundamental
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We want to make sure that everyone works 
under the banner of our overarching goal. 

Recognizability, consistency, relevance, inclusivity 
and accessibility are key.

Please follow our guidelines:
Corporate Identity — Max Planck Institute (mpi.nl)

Also, keep in mind the Web Content Accessibility 
Guidelines (WCAG) for (web) content that is accessible for 
everyone - including individuals with visual, auditory, 
motor, or cognitive impairments.



Information to do your day-to-day work stored 
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In a world where teams are hybrid and sometimes in several time zones, 
it’s important to have a tool keeping our Institute connected.

The new Maxintra. Launch in November 2024.



Weekly on Tuesdays: 
Inside our Institute
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Share your contributions via communications@mpi.nl

For special 
occasions: 
extra edition



MPI.nl
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Our website contains navigable content to inform and engage
(potential) employees, research partners and other stakeholders.
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MPI Talkling teaches about relevant topics in our field. It connects with 
relevant audiences and sends quality leads to our points of contact.

Into blogging?

Get in touch with us via communications@mpi.nl



External newsletter

• Quarterly corporate newsletter 
for external audiences

• Recipients: 650

• Feel free to sign up: 
www.mpi.nl/newsletter
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Social media 

@MaxPlanckInstituteforPsycholinguistics
674 followers

@MPI_NL
13,326 followers

Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics
6,272 followers

@mpi_nl
956 followers

@mpi_nl@mstdn.science
508 followers

Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics
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NEW

we are 
starting
a pilot

(for paid)

pilot phase
(for paid)



InScience Film Festival 2025
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Next year’s theme: Food For Thought

Help us make the biggest impact

Please share your suggestions 
for MPI contributions



Media outreach
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• Peter Hagoort



Media outreach
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• Andrea Martin
• Noémie te 

Rietmolen



Media outreach
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• Paula Rubio-Fernández



Media outreach
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• Limor Raviv



Communications Team extended
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If your work involves communications in any way -
please let us know. We are here for advice and 
support. 

We are also planning a quarterly meeting for 
communications professionals, which might be 
relevant for you too!

Get in touch with us via communications@mpi.nl



Colloquium committee

Staff meeting September 17, 2024

Sergio Miguel Perreira-Soares



COLLOQUIUM COMMITTEE   ● STAFF MEETING SEPTEMBER 17, 2024COLLOQUIUM COMMITTEE   ● STAFF MEETING SEPTEMBER 17, 2024

Next MPI Colloquium in 2024

If you would like to meet with PROF. DR.  CLAUDIA MÄNNEL
please contact sergio-miguel.pereira-soares@mpi.nl

PROF. DR.  CLAUDIA MÄNNEL 
15TH OCTOBER 2024 15:45 - 17:00

Electrophysiology of infant phonological processing: 
Individual variability and learning environment

Hosting Department: LaDD
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Upcoming colloquia 2024

 October 15th : Claudia Maennel (Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin) LaDD

 November 19th : Kathy Rastle (Royal Holloway, University of London) PoL

Contact Colloquium committee members for 2025 speakers!
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Please send us any suggestions!! 

Currently planning the 2025 MPI colloquium speakers...

Candice Frances (PoL)

Candice.Frances@.mpi.nl

Giacomo Bignardi (L&G)

Giacomo.Bignardi@mpi.nl

Sergio Soares (LaDD)

Sergio-Miguel.Pereira-Soares@mpi.nl

Ezgi Mamus (MLD)

Ezgi.Mamus@mpi.nl



Library Committee Report &
Open Science Ambassadors

Staff meeting September 17, 2024



Creative Commons Licenses
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Choosing a licencse

CC-BY
This license enables reusers to distribute, remix, adapt, and build 
upon the material in any medium or format, so long as attribution is 
given to the creator. The license allows for commercial use. 
BY: credit must be given to the creator.

Creative Commons licences (CC licences) are generally regarded as the standard for open access 
publishing

CC BY-NC-ND
This license enables reusers to copy and distribute the material in any 
medium or format in unadapted form only, for noncommercial 
purposes only, and only so long as attribution is given to the creator. 
BY: credit must be given to the creator.
NC: Only noncommercial uses of the work are permitted.
ND: No derivatives or adaptations of the work are permitted.

enables Open Access and is the
preferred option and often
mandatory by MPG agreements

This should be avoided if
possible. 



Disadvantages of CC-BY-NC-ND
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NC=non commercial 
• In the context of our agreements (DEAL)

• by selecting CC-BY-NC-ND the commercial 
rights might go back to the publisher

• who then (can) sell your publication data
• If possible, select CC-BY

Check with us if you’re unsure about a license

Information about Creative Commons and Tools
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/



Latest journal publications on info screen
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Library Committee Members
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http://maxintra.mpi.nl/representation/Library%20committee

Library staff
Karin Kastens; head of library
Meggie Uijen; assistant 
librarian

Andrea Martin (chair)
Language and 
Computation in 
Neural Systems

Sanjeevan 
Jahagirdar
Language and 
Genetics 
Department

Eleanor 
Huizeling
Multimodal 
Language 
Department

Chih Yeh
Language 
Development 
Department

email: library@mpi.nl



Open Science Ambassadors

Ingrid Szilagyi and Julia Chauvet 



MPI GENERAL STAFF MEETING SEPTEMBER 17, 2024 • OSAMPI GENERAL STAFF MEETING SEPTEMBER 17, 2024 • OSA

Julia Chauvet

Psychology of 
Language Department

Ingrid Szilagyi

Language and Genetics 
Department

Open Science Ambassadors
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Open Science Ambassadors

MPI Archive hands-on workshop

Tuesday 23rd, January at 09:00 – 12:00

Hands-on workshop to upload data to the MPI Archive

• Recently completed projects

• Receive preparation guidelines ahead of the workshop

• Receive technical help during the workshop



Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

Candice Frances
dei@mpi.nl



Who we are
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• Committee Chair (Candice Frances)

• Chair for Attracting Diversity (Izabela Jordanoska)

• Chair for Diversity and Inclusion (Sandra Bethke)

• Chair for Diversity in our Science (Barbara Molz)

Members from all levels, departments, and groups at the MPI



Committee training
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- 3-Day training by Osiris Hoepel

- Finished the training in June

- Created a 3 year plan



Talent+ Program
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Kaan Bayar
LaCNS

Anna Mai and 
Filiz Tezcan

Deema Takaleh
L&G

Else Eising and 
Barbara Molz

Anjoom Thahir
Alikkam Veetil

ImaGe
Meng-Yun Wang and

Jitse Amelink

Carolina Rodríguez 
Chavarría

LaDD
Yayun Zhang



Talent+ Program: November
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Monserrat 
Soberanes

CoBra
Linda Drijvers

Divyanshu Pathak
LEADS

Limor Raviv



Talent+ Program: Where are we from?
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Training for Talent+ Supervisors
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by Dr. Noemi Mena Montes

- Effective Supervision and Collaboration in Culturally Diverse 

Research and Academic Environments

- Expectations and supervision in a multicultural research context

- Communication Styles, case studies, program expectations, etc.



MPI-Wide Workshop: Unconscious bias training 
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October 1
st

from 10 am to 12 pm. 

- Examine the unconscious biases you have and experience, and 
learn from two experts of Radboud's In’to Languages team how 
to become aware of your own biases and gain strategies to help 
you tackle them.

- Check the MPI Newsletter for the SignUp link



Social activities
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- VrijMPIbo: 
- aka Friday PubNight aka Friday Drinks aka Friday Snacks
- Date: Friday Sept. 27th Time: leave from MPI at 4:30pm. Meet there at 5pm
- Location Wunderkammer

- Gamenight
- Date: Wednesday in October
- Location: MPI common area next to the library

 stay tuned to the Newsletter



Buddy system

• Restarted the pilot program

Now in theory open for every new member

• Procedure integrated to the ‘essential starting guide’

 Info sheet and newcomer form will be shared latest on the

first day at the MPI

Pairing done by the buddy TEAM
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Call for new buddies in newsletter!
For the buddy system to be sustainable, 
we need more volunteers (all MPI staff, 

min 1 year)
Time commitment 

2-3 in person meetings, 
available for questions via email

If interested / would like more info buddy@mpi.nl



How to get involved in the DEI movement
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• Join the Committee (meetings once per month)
• Email dei@mpi.nl

• (note these emails are received by all committee members)
• Email candice.frances@mpi.nl (chair)

• Email ideas and suggestions to the committee

• Do/support diverse and inclusive science!
• Collection of articles from Nature Human Behavior: 

https://www.nature.com/collections/daficfhiff



Research Staff Committee

YAYUN ZHANG



Research Staff Committee Representatives

RESEARCH STAFF COMMITTEE • UPDATE IN STAFF MEETINGRESEARCH STAFF COMMITTEE • UPDATE IN STAFF MEETING

Nienke Rulkens-Dijkstra 
Research Support Staff Rep.

LaDD

Yayun Zhang (Chair)
Research Staff Rep.

LaDD

Danielle Houwing
Research Staff Rep.

L&G

Sharice Clough
Research Staff Rep.

MLD

Kyla McConnell
Research Staff Rep.

PoL



PhD Representatives

Orhun Uluşahin, Clara Kunst, Daniëlle Admiraal, Tianai Dong, 
Jennifer Sander 

phd-reps@mpi.nl



Who are we?

STAFF MEETING • PHD REPRESENTATIVESSTAFF MEETING • PHD REPRESENTATIVES

Orhun Uluşahin PoL Clara Kunst LaDD Danielle Admiraal L&G

Tianai Dong MLD Jennifer Sander LaDD
External PhD Rep



What do we do?
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• Official support channel for PhDs

• Need help or support? Don’t know where to go? 
We can link you to the right person!

• Anonymous complaints or suggestions?
 We can help!

• Surveys and social activities



PhDnet
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• Connection with the other MPI institutes

• Working groups:

• Survey working group
• Equal Opportunity Group
• Events for Career Development
• Podcasts, Social media & Website

• Steering group

• You can get involved! Contact us for more info
phd-reps@mpi.nl

https://www.phdnet.mpg.de/home



Thank you Dota and Jennifer!
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Welcome Loïs!
Tianai Dong MLD Jennifer Sander LaDD

External PhD Rep

Loïs Dona MLD 



Looking for a new external PhD representative!
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As external PhD representative you represent our institute within the 
MPG PhD Net. You voice important PhD issues and become a 
communication point within the Max Planck Society. 
• Attending PhDnet meetings with all other external PhD 

representatives
• Contribute to the future of PhDnet
• Stay informed 
• Get to know other PhD students within the Max Planck Society

Interested?  email tianai.dong@mpi.nl 



Gender Equality Officer

KARIN KASTENS & BARBARA MOLZ

Staff meeting 17 September 2024



Gender Equality Officer (GEO’s) 
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What do we do? 

• Point of contact for employees for concerns/issues about inequality, discrimination, 
harassment

• Structural involvement
• Increase visibility of Gender Equality Work and Support channels. We closely work

together with the Diversity Equity & Inclusion Committee, regular meetings with MD, HR, 
COO, & the other support channels

• Formulate Gender Equality Plan



Election of the Gender Equality Officers

MPI GENERAL STAFF MEETING SEPTEMBER 17, 2024MPI GENERAL STAFF MEETING SEPTEMBER 17, 2024

Every 4 years GEO’s are (re-)elected and this November the current term comes to end.

Timeline
• Information will be sent to female employees after the staff meeting
• Nominations will be accepted until October 8th
• Voting will take place electronically via Limesurvey, November 4th - November 7th

Election committee
Michaela Regeer, Jeanette Peters & Ilse van den Dobbelsteen



A new initiative of the MPG – GEO’s
Free period products
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Available at

• Ground floor: two gender neutral toilets 
next to reception

• First floor
• Second floor

Empty?
Tell us
(Barbara or Karin)
equality@mpi.nl



Contact Information
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Karin Kastens
Gender Equality Officer

Barbara Molz
Deputy Gender Equality Officer

Email: equality@mpi.nl

Equal Opportunities on MaxIntra
http://maxintra.mpi.nl/representation/EqualOpportunitiesOfficer

Equal Opportunities on www.mpi.nl
https://www.mpi.nl/page/equal-opportunities

Max Planck Society on Equal Opportunties
https://www.mpg.de/equal_opportunities



Short break
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Followed by:

Stan van der Burght and Antje Meyer
"Syntactic traffic control in English and Dutch” 




