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Seek Inspiration
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ON

THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES

BY MEANS OF NATURAL SELECTION,

“But. with rogard to tho material woeld, wo can at least go 10
far a3 this—we can yerocive that ovents aro brought about ot by
Insulated interpositions of Divine power, exerted in cack particular
cas0, bt by tho establishmont of general laws.™

W, Winwrss : Bridgesoater Treatisc.

. ox TuE

PRESERVATION OF FAVOURED RACES IN THE STRUGGLE
FOR LIFE.

“To_ conelude, thetefore, let 5o man out of a weak concelt of
sbricty, or an ill-applicd mederation, think or maintain, that n
man ean scarch 100 far o by oo well studiod in the Yook of God's
wond, o2 in tho book of God's works; divinity or philasophy ; but
rather lot men endless progn deace in both.”
Dacox . Adeanccment of Learning.

By CHARLES DARWIN, M.A.,
T, SOCTETIRS;
. 8, EEAGLES YOvAGE

FELLOY OF TIIE BOYAL, GRHASIES L,

AUTHOR OF § JOURXAL 0¥ RISEAKCIES DUTIXO,
BOVRD THE WORLD.

R et LONDON:
G JOUN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE STREET.
1859,

The right of Fromsiation in el

But | am very poorly today
and very stupid and hate
everybody and everything....

Charles Darwin, 15t Oct 1861
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#2

Make a list

[Yf Write out to-do list

[zf Coffee

o Open email inbox
@ Close it again in alarm
@ Check to do-list

¥ Bluesky.... %¢
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TO-DO

 Select background music for optimal focus
 Search web for advice on working effectively

 Review progress
tf Amusing cat videos
 More coffee
 And repeat

#3
Master the literature
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Main types of papers in the language sciences

JUST WHAT THE HELL
IS A WORD ANYWAY?

SEE HOW THIS SINGLE
[COGNITIVE PROCESS]
[BRAIN AREA]/[NEURAL
OSCILLATION]/[GENE]
EXPLAINS LANGUAGE!

BASED ON THE SHAPES
OF THESE OLD BONES,

HOMO ERECTUS COULD
SING .....DON'T @ ME

|

|

Main types of papers in the language sciences

A BABY LOOKED AT
ONE THING MORE
THAN THE OTHER,
NOW WE KNOW THE
SECRET TO GRAMMAR

llill

11
!
;\
¥
}

IF YOU THINK ABOUT
IT, EVERY LANGUAGE
IS FUNDAMENTALLY
THE SAME, AMIRITE?

WE TAUGHT A LOAD
OF UNDERGRADS A
MADE-UP LANGUAGE,
LOL

'l\i
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Main types of papers in the language sciences

ON THE STAGGERING
DIVERSITY OF THE
MANY LANGUAGES
ACROSS THE WORLD

B

REMEMBER THE THING
YOU SAID ONLY
HUMANS COULD DO,
HERE'S A VIDEO OF A
MONKEY/DOLPHIN/
CORVID/OCTOPUS/
HONEYBEE DOING IT

e e o

I TRAINED THIS AT
WITH 80 BILLION
TWEETS & IT BECAME
HEAD-WRITER FOR
PHASE 4 OF THE MCU

SEE HOW THIS SINGLE
[COGNITIVE PROCESS]
[BRAIN AREAJ/[NEURAL
OSCILLATION]/[GENE]
EXPLAINS LANGUAGE!

=]

JUST WHAT THE HELL|
IS A WORD ANYWAY?

HOMO ERECTUS COULD
SING .

BASED ON THE SHAPES TYPES OF SCIENTIFIC PAPER
OF THESE OLD BONES, —
\E PUT A CAMERA HEY, I FOUND A TROVE

DON'T @ ME

SOMEVHERE NEW/

DON'T TURN OUT T0 BE
PARTICULARLY USEFUL,
BUT STILL,

A BABY LOOKED AT IF YOU THINK ABOUT
ONE THING MORE IT, EVERY LANGUAGE
THAN THE OTHER, IS FUNDAMENTALLY
NOW WE KNOW THE THE SAME, AMIRITE?
SECRET TO GRAMMAR

'

WE TAUGHT A LOAD
OF UNDERGRADS A
MADE-UP LANGUAGE,
LoL

THE IMMUNE SYSTEM
1S AT IT AGAIN

\JHAT ARE. FISH EVEN
DOING DOWN THERE.

E FIGURED OUT HOW

T MAKE THIS EXOTC
MATERIAL, 50 EMAIL
US IF YDU NEED SOME.

ON THE STAGGERING | | REMEMBER THE THING
DIVERSITY OF THE YOU SAID ONLY
MANY LANGUAGES HUMANS COULD DO,

HERE'S A VIDEO OF A
MONKEY/DOLPHIN/
CORVID/OCTOPUS/
HONEYBEE DOING IT

ACROSS THE WORLD

THIS TASK I HAD T0 DO
ANYUAY TURNED OUT

CHECK OUT THIS WEIRD
THING ONE OF US SAL)
WHILE OUT FOR A WALK

HEY, AT LEAST WE
SHOWED THAT THIS

I TRAINED THIS AT

WITH 80 BILLION ’7{ ARE 500 SUENTISTS | | SOME THOUGHTS ON
TWEETS & IT BECAME AND HERE'S UHAT WEVE | | HOW EVERYONE ELSE

J

BEEN UP TO FOR THE

15 BAD AT RESEARCH

|

=1 Inspired by https://xkcd.com/2456/
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#4
Know your limits
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Dare to dream

#5

Notes from
Beethoven’s genome

Laura W. Wesseldijk'>%*,

Tara L. Henechowicz*®, David J. Baker®,
Giacomo Bignardi’¢, Robert Karlsson®,
Reyna L. Gordon®1:1213,

Miriam A. Mosing'*', Fredrik Ullén'*1¢,
and Simon E. Fisher’151¢

Rapid advances over the last decade in
DNA sequencing and statistical genetics
enable us to investigate the genomic
makeup of individuals throughout history.
In a recent notable study, Begg et al.’
used Ludwig van Beethoven'’s hair
strands for genome sequencing and
explored genetic predispositions for some
of his documented medical issues. Given
that it was arguably Beethoven’s skills

as a musician and composer that made
him an iconic figure in Western culture,
we here extend the approach and apply it
to musicality. We use this as an example
to illustrate the broader challenges of
individual-level genetic predictions.
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Beat synchronization

doi: 10.1016/j.cub.2024.01.025
Current Biology, 2024, 34, R233-4
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#6
Don’t be afraid to fall

1 FORMED AN ——
HAV ISCOVERED I
ATTEMPTED EXPLAIN WAS WRoNG, | L | l

sc1ENCE
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Bl

NuMgrovS DIAGRAMS

=0

THERE ARE

l:l\f[

@ I WAS WRONG

09 IN NuMERDUS WAYS

T PRODUCED

A DETAILED

TRIBUTE To
my

| WEoNGNESS

NATHANWPYLE

N

=

1\ THEORV WAS CORRECT
SOMETHING INTEREST!NG‘

AND | DISCOVERED

NN\

e AT \\\\\

MY THEORY WAS INCORRECT BUT |
DISCOVERED SOMETHING INTERESTING!

MY THEORY WAQ CORRECT
BUT | DISCOVERED
SOMETHING UNINTERESTING.

AV RN
AN
Ty Y \:

== <.

MY THEORY WAS

INCORRECT AND

| DISCOVERED
NOTHING.
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#7
Take care of your colleagues
& they will take care of you

11
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#8
Communicate clearly

What we S5aY to dogs

uffy you've clowed

I-F\)(\)YQY‘FO( the last
I not folerate |
longer:=

13
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TOM GAULD NewScientist

= |

= There was a typo in my previous email.
[t should, of course, read: “please

focus completely on GENOME research”

I LIKE To
YERB WORDS.

Calvin & Hobbes Guide to Linguistics (4% Ed)

I TAKE NOUNS AND
ADJECTIES AND USE THEM
AS NERRS. REMEMRER
WHEN "ACCESS" WAS A THING?
Now TS SOMETHING You Do.
IT GOT NERRBED.

VERBING WEIRDS

MANBE WE CAN ENENTUALY MAKE
LANGUAGE A COMPLETE IMPEDIMENT
TO UNDERSTANDING.

14
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#9
Deal with rejection

#9
Reject rejection!

15
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Rejection of rejection letter:
Dear [insert name of editor]
Re: [insert manuscript number and title of ground-breaking study]
Thank you for your rejection of the above manuscript.

Unfortunately we are not able to accept it at this time. As you are
probably aware we receive many rejections each year & are simply
not able to accept them all. In fact, with increasing pressure on
citation rates & fiercely competitive funding structures we typically
accept fewer than 30% of the rejections we receive.

Please don’t take this as a reflection of your work. The standard of
some of the rejections we receive is very high....

In terms of specific factors influencing our decision, the failure by
Reviewer 1 to realise the brilliance of the study was certainly one
of them. Simply stating “this study is neither novel nor interesting
& does not extend knowledge in this area” is not reason enough.

This, coupled with the use of Latin quotes by Reviewer 2, rendered
an acceptance of your rejection extremely unlikely.

We do wish you and your editorial team every success with your
rejections in the future & hope they find safe harbour elsewhere.
To this end, may we suggest you send one to [insert name of rival
research group] for consideration. They accept rejections from
some very influential journals....

16
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Please understand that our decision regarding your rejection is
final. We have uploaded the final manuscript in its original form,
along with the signed copyright transfer form. We look forward to
receiving the proofs and to working with you in the future.

Yours sincerely,
[insert your name here]

Source = Rejection of rejection: a novel approach to overcoming barriers to
publication. Chapman C, Slade T. British Medical Journal, 2015, 351, h6326.
doi: 10.1136/bmj.h6326.

#10
Remember the big picture

17



IF PEQPLE SAT QUTSIDE
AND LOOKED AT THE STARS|| S0?
EACH NIGHT, T1L BET THEYD

LINE A LOT DIFFERENTLY. |

WELL, WHEN You Lok
INTO INFINITY, YOV
REALIZE THAT THERE
ARE MORE (MPORTANT

7,] THINGS THAN WHAT
X ProPLE DO ALL DAY .

17-12-2024
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MAX PLANCK INSTITUTE
FOR PSYCHOLINGUISTICS

A
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WWW.MPI.NL
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